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BUS PLAN

leaders have generally been
skeptical, and city staff have
questioned VTA’s claims that
dedicated bus lanes wouldn’t
worsen congestion on El Cami-
no Real or side streets, for the
most part.

Nevertheless, Mountain View
became one of the only cities to
come out in support of the idea
with a thin majority of the City
Council voting in favor. The
city of Santa Clara had taken
a position to support the BRT
concept, but that vote was way
back in 2002, explained Mayor
Jaime Matthews. At a council
meeting last week, Santa Clara
council members had planned
to take a new vote, but the
discussion was tabled at the
request of VTA officials, Mat-
thews said.

Meanwhile, the city councils of
Palo Alto and Sunnyvale voted
to oppose the BRT plan, and Los
Altos leaders opted against tak-
ing any stance on the issue.

But even the city firmly in
VTA’s corner gave — at best
— conditional support for the
plan at the meeting last week.
Representing Mountain View,
Councilman Lenny Siegel told
the group that time was running
out to consider alternatives. Sie-
gel himself had voted against the
BRT plan.

“I'm skeptical of the whole
project,” Siegel said. “T've never
seen any coordination of the
buses on El Camino — that’s
what it’d take for me to get on the
BRT plan.”

Several municipal represen-
tatives urged VTA to con-
tinue analyzing alternatives
or amending the BRT project
to make it more palatable.
Sunnyvale and Santa Clara
representatives both preferred
a mixed-flow configuration,
which would modify El Camino
Real’s curbs to expedite bus
loading and unloading.

Simitian urged transit officials
to wait on any El Camino project
until work is complete next year
on bringing dedicated bus lanes

to Capitol Expressway and Alum
Rock Avenue in San Jose.

“If you've got a similar project
underway in Santa Clara Coun-
ty, why on earth wouldn’t you
wait to see if it works?” Simi-
tian said. “This isn’t something
where you can say ‘oops’ and do
an about-face. You make a deci-
sion here, and it’s irreversible.”

Transit officials came to the
defense of the BRT project in
a roundabout fashion. As part
of the agenda, VTA engineers
delivered a report on the five-
year history of how the plan
came about. A second presenta-
tion showed how development
planned for the near future
would add thousands more resi-
dents and commuters along El
Camino Real. Following that,
staff members reviewed four
alternatives that were less ambi-
tious than the BRT proposal.
Going through the list item by
item, Senior Planner Steve Fisher
explained how each alternative
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was fraught with its own set of
challenges. There simply isn’t
space for a “have-it-all” option
that added dedicated bus lanes
without impacting regular traf-
fic, he said.

Later this month, a third-
party review of the BRT proposal
should be complete and available
for public review. VTA officials
commissioned that review in
response to complaints that they
were downplaying the impact
that dedicated bus lanes would
have on regional traffic flow. The
review team includes a mix of
public and private experts in the
transportation field.

For now, the BRT project is in
a state of “suspended animation”
but VTA would eventually look
to get a recommendation on the
project from the advisory group,
said General Manager Nuria
Fernandez. The project is sched-
uled to go before the VT'A board of
directors for a final decision by
the end of the year.

“We’re not kicking the can
down the road. We need to get a
sense from this group if we're
going to move forward,” she
urged. “We need to know if
this is a go, or a no-go.”
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