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MountainView

VOICE

October 6, 2017

MICHELLE LE
Listos Mountain View members, from left, Tania O’Connell, Maria Dinard, Sarah Livnat, Jill Rakestraw
and Diana Wegbreit pose for a portrait.

Local group fights to protect
immigrants’ rights, kids

By Kevin Forestieri

ear and anxiety spread
Famong the local immi-
grant community last
week after federal immigration
officials conducted a nation-
wide sweep targeting sanctuary
cities and counties, leading to
the arrest of two undocument-
ed Mountain View residents.
But a group of local parents
from the Castro and Mistral
elementary school community
is vowing to assuage the fears

of deportation with action. The
newly formed group, called Lis-
tos Mountain View, has assisted
dozens of immigrant families
with information and essential
documents needed to ensure
that parents and children are
prepared if Immigrations and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agents knock on the door.
Listos Mountain View, which
consists of nine Mistral parents,
began aiding undocumented
families in the Castro com-
munity earlier this year after

13

finding that the countywide
“Know Your Rights” campaign
did little to explain what resi-
dents without citizenship need
to do in order to prepare for
an ICE raid, according to Jill
Rakestraw, executive director of
the group. The more they heard
from the families, the more it
became clear that contingency
planning was a big weak spot.
“The families are worried
about being separated and

(cont. next page)
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