
May 7, 2014 

1

http://www.losaltosonline.com/index.php


November 25, 2016 

(cont. next page) 

2



3



October 28, 2020 

4

http://www.losaltosonline.com/index.php


Ju
ne

 1
9,

 2
02

1 

(c
on

t. 
ne

xt
 p

ag
e)

 

5



6



Ju
ne

 2
5,

 2
02

1 

7



Fe
br

ua
ry

 1
1,

 2
02

2

B
y

 P
a

u
l R

o
g

e
rs

p
ro

ge
rs

@
ba

y
a

re
a

n
ew

sg
ro

u
p

.c
om

A
 m

aj
or

 q
u

ar
ry

 a
n

d
 c

em
en

t 
p

la
n

t 
in

 t
h

e 
h

il
ls

 w
es

t 
o
f 

C
u

-
p

er
ti

n
o 

th
at

 h
as

 b
u

il
t 

fr
ee

w
ay

s,
 

d
a

m
s 

a
n

d
 

b
u

il
d

in
g

s 
a

cr
o

ss
 

N
or

th
er

n
 C

al
if

or
n

ia
 f

or
 g

en
er

-
at

io
n

s 
—

 b
u

t 
al

so
 s

p
ar

ke
d

 c
on

-
tr

ov
er

sy
 o

ve
r 

p
ol

lu
ti

on
 a

n
d

 n
oi

se
 

—
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

p
u

rc
h

as
ed

 a
n

d
 s

h
u

t 
d

ow
n

 b
y 

Sa
n

ta
 C

la
ra

 C
ou

n
ty

 u
n

-
d

er
 a

 p
la

n
 m

ad
e 

p
u

b
li

c 
T

h
u

rs
-

d
ay

. Sa
n

ta
 C

la
ra

 C
ou

n
ty

 S
u

p
er

vi
-

so
r 

Jo
e 

S
im

it
ia

n
 a

n
n

ou
n

ce
d

 a
 

p
ro

p
os

al
 t

o 
re

q
u

ir
e 

Sa
n

ta
 C

la
ra

 
C

ou
n

ty
 o

ffi
ci

al
s 

to
 is

su
e 

a 
re

p
or

t 

in
 9

0
 d

ay
s 

sp
el

li
n

g 
ou

t 
op

ti
on

s 
fo

r 
b

u
yi

n
g 

th
e 

L
eh

ig
h

 H
an

so
n

 
p

ro
p

er
ty

, i
n

cl
u

d
in

g 
n

eg
ot

ia
ti

n
g 

w
it

h
 i

ts
 o

w
n

er
s 

or
 s

ei
zi

n
g 

th
e 

la
n

d
 b

y 
em

in
en

t 
d

om
ai

n
.

C
al

li
n

g 
th

e 
q

u
ar

ry
 “

a 
h

is
to

ri
-

ca
l a

n
ac

h
ro

n
is

m
,”

 S
im

it
ia

n
 s

ai
d

 
at

 a
 m

id
m

or
n

in
g 

n
ew

s 
co

n
fe

r-
en

ce
 t

h
at

 t
h

e 
si

te
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

b
et

-
te

r 
u

se
d

 fo
r 

op
en

 s
p

ac
e,

 w
it

h
 p

o
-

te
n

ti
al

ly
 s

om
e 

h
ou

si
n

g.
“T

h
is

 is
 a

n
 o

p
p

or
tu

n
it

y 
to

 r
e-

sp
on

d
 t

o 
th

e 
ve

ry
 le

gi
ti

m
at

e 
co

n
-

ce
rn

s 
of

 t
h

e 
co

m
m

u
n

it
y,

 w
h

ic
h

 
w

e’
ve

 b
ee

n
 h

ea
ri

n
g 

ab
ou

t 
ov

er
 

th
e 

ye
ar

s,
” 

sa
id

 S
im

it
ia

n
, w

h
os

e 
d

is
tr

ic
t 

in
cl

u
d

es
 t

h
e 

q
u

ar
ry

.
“I

t’
s 

an
 o

p
p

or
tu

n
it

y 
to

 c
on

-
se

rv
e 

th
e 

la
n

d
,”

 h
e 

sa
id

, 
“i

n
 a

 
w

ay
 t

h
at

 i
s 

co
n

si
st

en
t 

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

op
en

 s
p

ac
e 

va
lu

es
 t

h
at

 I
 t

h
in

k 
ar

e 
es

se
n

ti
al

 t
o 

th
e 

p
la

ce
 t

h
at

 w
e 

ar
e 

h
er

e 
in

 S
il

ic
on

 V
al

le
y.

”
A

n
y 

p
u

b
li

c 
p

u
rc

h
a
se

 o
f 

th
e 

p
ro

p
er

ty
, a

ls
o 

k
n

ow
n

 a
s 

th
e 

P
er

-
m

an
en

te
 q

u
ar

ry
, 

li
k

el
y 

w
ou

ld
  

co
st

 t
en

s 
of

 m
il

li
on

s 
of

 d
ol

la
rs

. 
A

 f
or

ce
d

 s
al

e 
co

u
ld

 s
p

ar
k 

ye
ar

s 

C
U

P
E

R
T

IN
O

Q
ua

rr
y 

an
d 

ce
m

en
t p

la
nt

 m
ay

 b
e 

bo
ug

ht
 a

nd
 cl

os
ed

Co
un

ty
 S

up
er

vi
so

r  
Si

m
iti

an
 p

us
he

s 
fo

r 
pu

bl
ic

 o
w

ne
rs

hi
p 

of
 si

te

FI
LE

: D
A

I S
U

G
A

N
O

 —
 S

TA
FF

 P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

ER

Le
hi

gh
 H

an
so

n’
s 

ce
m

en
t 

qu
ar

ry
 n

ea
r C

up
er

ti
no

, s
ee

n 
he

re
 in

 2
0

0
9

.

Q
U

A
R

R
Y

 »
 P

A
G

E
 3

8



o
f 

le
g
a

l 
b

at
tl

es
. 

S
im

it
ia

n
sa

id
 f

u
n

d
s 

co
u

ld
 b

e 
ra

is
ed

 
th

ro
u

g
h

 
a

 
p

a
rk

s 
b

o
n

d
,

th
ro

u
g
h

 h
ou

si
n

g 
d

ev
el

op
-

m
en

t 
p

ro
ce

ed
s 

o
r 

o
th

er
m

et
h

od
s.

L
eh

ig
h

 
H

a
n

so
n

 
o

w
n

s 
3

,5
10

 
a

cr
es

 
a

ro
u

n
d

 
th

e
q

u
ar

ry
, a

n
 a

re
a 

th
re

e 
ti

m
es

 
th

e 
si

ze
 o

f 
S
an

 F
ra

n
ci

sc
o’

s 
G

ol
d

en
 G

at
e 

P
ar

k
.

T
h

e 
co

m
p

an
y,

 b
a
se

d
 i

n
 

Ir
vi

n
g,

 T
ex

as
, 

is
 o

w
n

ed
 b

y 
H

ei
d
el

b
er

g 
C

em
en

t,
 a

 m
u

lt
i-

bi
ll

io
n

-d
ol

la
r 

G
er

m
an

 c
om

-
p

an
y.

 I
t 

is
 w

il
li

n
g 

to
 t

al
k

, i
t 

sa
id

 T
h

u
rs

d
ay

 a
ft

er
n

oo
n

.
“T

h
e 

P
er

m
an

en
te

 c
em

en
t 

p
la

n
t 

an
d

 q
u

ar
ry

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 
an

d
 r

em
ai

n
 k

ey
 c

on
tr

ib
u

-
to

rs
 t

o 
th

e 
lo

ca
l 

ec
on

om
y 

an
d

 v
it

al
 s

u
p

p
li

er
s 

to
 c

ri
t-

ic
al

 B
ay

 A
re

a 
co

n
st

ru
ct

io
n

 
p

ro
je

ct
s,

” 
L

eh
ig

h
 H

an
so

n
 

sp
ok

es
m

an
 J

eff
 S

ie
g 

sa
id

 i
n

 
a 

st
at

em
en

t.
 “

A
s 

w
e 

ev
al

u
-

at
e 

op
ti

m
al

 r
ec

la
m

at
io

n
 a

p
-

p
ro

ac
h

es
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
fu

tu
re

 o
f 

th
e 

p
ro

p
er

ty
 i

n
 g

en
er

al
, w

e 
 

lo
ok

 fo
rw

ar
d

 t
o 

h
ea

ri
n

g 
th

e 
co

u
n

ty
’s

 i
d

ea
s 

th
at

 r
es

p
ec

t 
 

b
ot

h
 t

h
e 

co
m

m
u

n
it

y 
in

te
r-

es
ts

 a
n

d
 L

eh
ig

h
’s

 p
ro

p
er

ty
 

 
ri

gh
ts

, a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

h
el

p
 c

re
at

e 
a 

m
or

e 
su

st
ai

n
ab

le
 f

u
tu

re
.”

T
h

e 
L

eh
ig

h
 p

la
n

t 
op

en
ed

 
 

in
 1

93
9 

an
d

 w
as

 e
st

ab
li

sh
ed

 
b

y 
in

d
u

st
ri

a
li

st
 H

en
ry

 J
. 

K
ai

se
r.

 I
n

 r
ec

en
t 

d
ec

ad
es

, 
it

 h
as

 p
ro

d
u

ce
d

 m
or

e 
th

an
 

h
al

f 
th

e 
ce

m
en

t 
u

se
d

 i
n

 t
h

e 
B

ay
 A

re
a 

an
d

 7
0

%
 o

f t
h

e 
ce

-
m

en
t 

u
se

d
 i

n
 S

an
ta

 C
la

ra
 

C
ou

n
ty

.
It

s 
ce

m
en

t 
b

u
il

t 
S

h
a
st

a 
D

am
, 

H
ig

h
w

ay
 1

0
1,

 H
ig

h
-

w
ay

 8
5 

a
n

d
 o

th
er

 m
aj

o
r 

N
or

th
er

n
 C

al
if

or
n

ia
 l

an
d

-
m

ar
k

s.
B

u
t 

th
e 

fa
ci

li
ty

, 
w

h
o

se
 

k
il

n
s 

h
ea

t 
li

m
es

to
n

e 
to

 
2,

75
0

 d
eg

re
es

, a
ls

o 
h

as
 b

ee
n

 
on

e 
of

 t
h

e 
B

ay
 A

re
a’

s 
la

rg
es

t 

p
ol

lu
te

rs
, r

an
k

in
g 

at
 o

r 
n

ea
r 

th
e 

to
p

 o
f 

B
ay

 A
re

a 
in

d
u

s-
tr

ia
l 

si
te

s 
fo

r 
em

is
si

on
s 

of
 

g
re

en
h

ou
se

 g
as

es
 a

n
d

 a
ir

-
b

or
n

e 
m

er
cu

ry
.

It
s 

cu
rr

en
t 

p
er

m
it

 
re

-
q

u
ir

es
 t

h
e 

la
rg

e 
op

en
 p

it
 

li
m

es
to

n
e 

m
in

e 
to

 b
e 

“r
e-

cl
a
im

ed
,”

 o
r 

re
st

o
re

d
, 

b
y 

2
0

3
2

. 
In

 
2

0
19

, 
th

e 
co

m
-

p
an

y 
ap

p
li

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
co

u
n

ty
 

fo
r 

an
 e

xt
en

si
on

, 
se

ek
in

g 
to

 e
xp

an
d

 t
h

e 
q

u
ar

ry
. 

T
h

e 
co

u
n

ty
 h

as
 n

ot
 g

ra
n

te
d

 i
t,

 
an

d
 la

st
 F

eb
ru

ar
y,

 t
h

e 
co

m
-

p
an

y 
su

ed
 t

h
e 

co
u

n
ty

 o
ve

r 
th

e 
d

el
ay

s.
O

n
 T

h
u

rs
d

ay
, 

S
im

it
ia

n
 

n
o

te
d

 
th

at
 
o

th
er

 
q

u
a

rr
y 

p
ro

je
ct

s 
h

av
e 

b
ee

n
 

co
n

-
ve

rt
ed

 in
to

 im
p

re
ss

iv
e 

p
u

b
-

li
c 

fa
ci

li
ti

es
.

H
e 

ci
te

d
 t

h
e 

D
u

m
b

ar
to

n
 

Q
u

ar
ry

 i
n

 F
re

m
on

t,
 a

 f
or

-
m

er
 g

ra
ve

l p
it

 t
h

at
 w

as
 3

20
 

fe
et

 d
ee

p
, a

n
d

 i
n

 o
p

er
at

io
n

 
fr

om
 t

h
e 

19
50

s 
u

n
ti

l 
20

0
7.

 
T

h
e 

va
st

 h
ol

e 
w

as
 fi

ll
ed

 i
n

 
an

d
 la

st
 A

u
gu

st
 o

p
en

ed
 a

s 
a 

n
ew

 p
u

bl
ic

 c
am

p
gr

ou
n

d
 a

f-
te

r 
ye

ar
s 

of
 d

eb
at

e.
F

re
m

o
n

t 
c

it
y

 
o

ff
i-

ci
a
ls

 a
g

re
ed

 t
o
 a

ll
ow

 t
h

e 
D

u
m

b
ar

to
n

 Q
u

ar
ry

 t
o 

op
-

er
at

e 
10

 y
ea

rs
 p

as
t 

it
s 

p
er

-
m

it
te

d
 1

9
9

7 
cl

o
su

re
 d

at
e 

in
 e

xc
h

an
ge

 f
or

 t
h

e 
ow

n
er

, 
D

u
m

b
ar

to
n

 Q
u

ar
ry

 A
ss

oc
i-

at
es

, 
d

es
ig

n
in

g,
 c

on
st

ru
ct

-
in

g 
an

d
 p

ay
in

g 
fo

r 
a 

p
ar

k 
a
n

d
 c

a
m

p
g

ro
u

n
d

s 
at

 t
h

e 
si

te
. T

h
e 

ca
m

p
gr

ou
n

d
 t

od
ay

 
is

 r
u

n
 b

y 
th

e 
E

as
t 

B
ay

 R
e-

g
io

n
al

 P
ar

k 
D

is
tr

ic
t.

 I
t 

h
as

 
6
3 

sp
ac

es
 fo

r 
te

n
ts

 a
n

d
 R

V
s,

 
p

ic
n

ic
 a

re
as

, a
 p

la
yg

ro
u

n
d

, 
20

0
-s

ea
t 

am
p

h
it

h
ea

te
r,

 r
e-

st
ro

om
s,

 s
h

ow
er

s 
an

d
 t

ra
il

s.
L

o
ca

l 
offi

ci
al

s 
jo

in
ed

 S
i-

m
it

ia
n

 
T

h
u

rs
d

ay
 

to
 

en
-

d
or

se
 t

h
e 

id
ea

 o
f 

th
e 

p
u

b
-

li
c 

ac
q

u
ir

in
g 

th
e 

C
u

p
er

ti
n

o 
q

u
ar

ry
.

“O
ve

r 
th

e 
ye

a
rs

 
w

e’
ve

 
h

ad
 a

 t
re

m
en

d
ou

s 
am

ou
n

t 
of

 t
ru

ck
 t

ra
ffi

c 
on

 a
 r

eg
u

-
la

r 
b

as
is

,”
 s

ai
d

 C
u

p
er

ti
n

o
M

ay
or

 D
ar

cy
 P

au
l. 

“T
h

er
e 

ar
e 

fu
m

es
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

d
 w

it
h

 
th

e 
m

in
es

, 
an

d
 w

h
en

 y
ou

 
go

 t
o 

ou
r 

co
m

m
u

n
it

ie
s,

 p
eo

-
pl

e 
w

ak
e 

u
p

 i
n

 t
h

e 
m

or
n

in
g 

an
d

 s
ee

 a
 r

ea
ll

y 
th

ic
k 

la
ye

r 
of

 d
u

st
 o

n
 th

ei
r 

ve
h

ic
le

s.
 W

a-
te

r 
qu

al
it

y 
h

as
 b

ee
n

 a
n

 is
su

e.
 

Fo
r 

u
s 

it
’s 

a 
m

at
te

r 
of

 h
ea

lt
h

.”
E

n
v

ir
o

n
m

en
ta

li
st

s 
en

-
d

or
se

d
 t

h
e 

p
la

n
. 

T
h

ey
 s

ai
d

 
th

ey
 h

op
e 

so
m

e 
or

 a
ll

 o
f 
th

e 
p

ro
p

er
ty

, 
w

h
ic

h
 a

b
u

ts
 t

h
e 

R
an

ch
o 

Sa
n

 A
n

to
n

io
 O

p
en

 
Sp

ac
e 

P
re

se
rv

e,
 c

an
 b

e 
ac

-
q

u
ir

ed
 f

or
 p

ar
k

la
n

d
.

“P
ro

te
ct

in
g

 
th

e 
o

p
en

 
sp

a
ce

 
w

o
u

ld
 

h
av

e 
g

re
at

 
b

en
efi

ts
 fo

r 
w

il
d

li
fe

, a
n

d
 fo

r 
p

eo
pl

e 
h

ik
in

g 
in

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 
ar

ea
s,

” 
sa

id
 B

ri
an

 S
ch

m
id

t,
 

le
gi

sl
at

iv
e 

ad
vo

ca
cy

 d
ir

ec
to

r 
of

 G
re

en
 F

oo
th

il
ls

, a
n

 e
n

vi
-

ro
n

m
en

ta
l 

g
ro

u
p

 i
n

 P
a
lo

 
A

lt
o.

 “
E

ve
n

 m
or

e 
d

ra
m

at
i-

ca
ll

y,
 t

h
is

 i
s 

a 
ch

an
ce

 t
o 

re
-

tu
rn

 h
u

n
d

re
d

s 
of

 a
cr

es
 fr

om
 

m
oo

n
sc

ap
e 

co
n

d
it

io
n

s 
to

 v
i-

 
br

an
t 

h
ab

it
at

.”
In

 r
ec

en
t 

d
ec

ad
es

, 
ot

h
er

 

B
ay

 A
re

a 
q
u

ar
ri

es
 t

h
at

 o
n

ce
 

b
u

il
t 

ro
ad

s,
 d

am
s,

 a
ir

p
or

t 
ru

n
w

ay
s 

a
n

d
 o

th
er

 f
a
ci

l-
it

ie
s 

h
av

e 
cl

o
se

d
. 

T
o

d
ay

 
ab

ou
t 

a 
d

o
ze

n
 r

em
a
in

 i
n

 
th

e 
B

ay
 A

re
a,

 w
it

h
 c

em
en

t 
al

so
 c

om
in

g 
fr

om
 o

th
er

s 
in

 
R

ed
d

in
g,

 S
ou

th
er

n
 C

al
if

or
-

n
ia

 a
n

d
 C

an
ad

a.
Se

ve
ra

l l
ab

or
 le

ad
er

s 
al

so
 

su
p

p
or

te
d

 S
im

it
ia

n
’s

 p
la

n
, 

w
h

ic
h

 
w

il
l 

b
e 

ta
k

en
 

u
p

 
Tu

es
d

ay
 b

y 
th

e 
Sa

n
ta

 C
la

ra
 

C
ou

n
ty

 B
o
ar

d
 o

f 
S

u
p

er
vi

-
so

rs
. T

h
ey

 s
ai

d
 t

h
e 

n
u

m
b

er
 

of
 u

n
io

n
 j

ob
s 

at
 t

h
e 

C
u

p
er

-
ti

n
o 

q
u

ar
ry

 h
as

 d
w

in
d

le
d

.
“T

h
e 

T
ea

m
st

er
s 

h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 
ru

n
n

in
g
 

tr
u

ck
s 

at
 

th
is

 p
la

n
t 

fo
r 

8
0

 y
ea

rs
,”

 
sa

id
 E

d
d

ie
 V

en
an

ci
o,

 b
u

si
-

n
es

s 
re

p
re

se
n

ta
ti

ve
 w

it
h

 
th

e 
T

ea
m

st
er

s 
L

o
ca

l 
8

53
. 

“O
u

r 
w

or
k

er
s 

a
ls

o
 l

iv
e 

in
 

th
e 

co
m

m
u

n
it

y 
a
n

d
 l

o
o
k 

fo
rw

ar
d

 t
o 

th
e 

re
st

or
at

io
n

 
of

 t
h

e 
p

ro
p

er
ty

, 
w

h
ic

h
 w

il
l 

cr
ea

te
 g

oo
d

-p
ay

in
g 

jo
b

s 
fo

r 
m

an
y 

ye
ar

s.
”

Q
ua

rr
y

F
R

O
M

 P
A

G
E

 1

9



November 16, 2022

By Aldo Toledo
atoledo@bayareanewsgroup.com

The Lehigh Hanson cement 
plant — a major quarry in the 
hills west of Cupertino and a 
foundation of many key construc-
tion projects across Northern Cal-
ifornia for nearly a century — is 
shutting down, a huge victory for 
advocates hoping to stop indus-
trial activity in the area.

The company will continue 
other ongoing operations, includ-
ing running its distribution cen-
ter, after the plant shuts down, 
the Irving, Texas-based company 
said in its announcement Mon-
day. Opened in 1939 as a vital 
source for building materials in 
the booming Bay Area, the plant 
has not been operating its cement 
kiln since April 2020.

“The Permanente cement plant 
has literally provided the foun-
dation for many significant con-
struction projects in the region, 
including sports arenas, offices 
for technology companies, dis-
tribution centers, educational fa-
cilities and hospitals,” said Greg 
Ronczka, Lehigh Hanson’s vice 
president of environment and sus-
tainability. “The Permanente ce-
ment plant has made many valu-
able contributions to Northern 
California over the years, and we 
are now working on a long-term 
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July 5, 2023

New plan details end of mining, 
cement production in foothills

Town Crier Report

Residents tired of living 
near the high-polluting 
cement plant and quar-

ry south of Los Altos may see 
the operator’s latest plan as en-
couraging.
 Santa Clara County plan-
ning staff Thursday shared 
Heidelberg Materials’ newly 
proposed Reclamation Plan 
Amendment (RPA), which ad-
dresses the closure and restora-
tion of the land at Permanente 
Quarry. 
 The plans were unveiled at 
the county’s Housing, Land 
Use, Environment and Trans-
portation Committee meeting 
Thursday. The 3,500-acre site is 
owned by Heidelberg and oper-
ated by Lehigh Southwest Ce-
ment Co.
 County Supervisor Joe Simi-
tian, vice chairman of the com-
mittee, said the latest proposal 
is a significant improvement on 
Lehigh’s 2019 application, with 
the updated 2023 RPA in better 
alignment with his three stated 
goals: Close the cement plant; 
stop mining in the quarry; and 

begin the restoration and recla-
mation of the property.
 The new RPA addresses con-
tentious aspects of the 2019 pro-
posal that would have amended 
the existing 2012 RPA.
 In its 2019 proposal, Heidel-
berg put forth a plan to mine 
additional limestone from the 
area and to cut back the slope 
of the north quarry wall for 
mining. Heidelberg had looked 
to set aside the county’s ridge-
line protection agreement to 
accomplish its goals, a proposal 
Simitian characterized as “a 
nonstarter.”
 The 2023 RPA application, 
however, indicates an intention 
to preserve the quarry north 
wall ridgeline and to forego 
new mining.
 “The review of this newly 
proposed Reclamation Plan 
Amendment will undoubt-
edly be a lengthy and thor-
ough process,” Simitian said. 
“But what’s important here is 
that this new RPA reduces the 
quarry footprint, puts an end 
to the mining of limestone 
and no longer ‘chops the top’ 

off the ridgeline.”
 To protect the ridgeline and 
surrounding habitat that is part 
of the property, the county and 
the Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District entered 
into a memorandum of agree-
ment in 2021 to share enforce-
ment of the ridgeline preserva-
tion easement (granted in 1972) 
that protects the land adjacent 
to Rancho San Antonio County 
Park.
 Lehigh’s 2023 proposed 
RPA, if approved, would return 
the site to an open-space con-
dition with appropriate con-
tours and landscaping. Activi-
ties planned in alignment with 
this goal include grading steep 
areas for stability, backfilling 
the quarry,  buttressing quarry 
walls with fill, removing aggre-
gate stockpiles and revegetat-
ing to control wind and water 
erosion and assist in reclaiming 
viewsheds.
 The Lehigh site no longer 
includes cement production or 
quarry mining, serving instead 
as a holding area for transport-
ing aggregate for sale.

COURTESY OF JOE SIMITIAN’S OFFICE

Mining has stopped at Permanente Quarry in the foothills south of Los Altos.
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August 17, 2023

CUPERTINO

Quarry 
won’t restart 
production 
of cement
By Grace Hase
ghase@bayareanewsgroup.com

Lehigh Hanson now will have 
to officially cease cement produc-
tion at its quarry west of Cuper-
tino in the wake of the company’s 
legally binding agreement with 
Santa Clara County.

On Tuesday afternoon, the 
Santa Clara County Board of Su-
pervisors voted unanimously to 
sign off on the agreement, mov-
ing one step closer to reclaiming 
and restoring the 3,510-acre site.

Supervisor Joe Simitian, whose 
district encompasses the plant 
and long has advocated for its 
closure, called it “the end of 84 
years of cement manufacturing 
on the site.”

Lehigh has played a large role 
in Bay Area construction projects 
since 1939, but in recent years, 
residents and environmentalists 
have pushed for its closure amid 
the pollution from the plant.

Last year, Lehigh announced 
that it wouldn’t be restarting ce-

Quarry

ment production after it 
halted the use of the kiln 
in April 2020. And in April, 
the board asked the county’s 
attorneys to make it official 
and draft up an agreement.

Tuesday’s decision puts 
the county closer to achiev-
ing Simitian’s three goals: 
Close the plant, stop any 
new quarrying activity and 
begin the restoration and 
reclamation process.

“That means one and two 
on the three-part to-do list
will be done,” Simitian said 
at the meeting.

Supervisor Otto Lee said 
he was “ecstatic” over the 
pact, which would stop 
“many dangerous and poi-
sonous gasses and emis-
sions.”

“This is a long-overdue 
action to save our public’s 
health,” Lee said. “And for 
more than eight decades, 
these emissions have caused 
air and water pollution, like 
rainwater runoff, like sele-
nium, smog, acid raid, cli-
mate change, and have cer-
tainly aggravated health 
conditions like asthma and 
emphysema.”

In the past decade, Le-
high has been hit with more 

than 2,100 violations and ac-
crued millions of dollars in 
fines relating to pollution. 
In 2015, the company paid 
$2,550,000 to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
and the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board, and 
in 2020 it spent $12 million 
on pollution control technol-
ogy across 11 plants in eight 
states because it violated the 
Clean Water Act, the Clean 
Air Act, California water 
codes and other local laws.

Lehigh Hanson spokes-
person Jeff Sieg said the 
company is “pleased to for-
malize our agreement not 
to restart the kiln at our 
Permanente cement plant.”

“We remain focused on 
working collaboratively 
with the community and 
other stakeholders on the 
development of a long-term 
strategy for the property so 

that it can continue to pro-
vide value in the future,” he 
said.
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