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By Kevin Forestieri

D
espite a competitive real 
estate market and pend-
ing redevelopment nip-

ping at their heels, officials at 
Planned Parenthood Mar Monte 
have staked out a permanent 
home for a new Mountain View 
clinic just a short hop from its 
current location.
 Planned Parenthood has oper-
ated its clinic on San Anto-
nio Road for more than two 
decades, but last year faced the 
possibility of having to leave the 
city. The property owners had 
switched Planned Parenthood to 
month-to-month leases in May 
in anticipation of a new housing 
development on the site, leaving 
the nonprofit scrambling to find 
a new home.
 Through a stroke of good 
luck, Planned Parenthood Mar 
Monte was able to close a deal 
for a new property at the corner 
of California Street and Showers 
Drive, purchasing a commercial 
building that was formerly home 
to Aruna Spa, which closed its 
doors on March 11. The build-
ing still has the Kumon Learn-
ing Center and Manpower, an 
employment agency, leasing the 
property.
 The Silicon Valley Business 
Journal reported that Planned 
Parenthood purchased the 
roughly 8,000-square-foot prop-
erty for $6.7 million late last 
month. 
 Proponents for the clinic, 
including Santa Clara County 
Supervisor Joe Simitian, rallied 

to keep Planned Parenthood 
operating in Mountain View 
in February last year, offering 
county resources to help the 
nonprofit find a suitable spot to 
relocate ahead of being evicted. 
Mountain View city staff also 
aided in the real estate search.
 Losing the Mountain View 
clinic, advocates argued, would 
have left a void for pregnan-
cy and sexual health services 
for woman and girls in the 
North County area. The clinic 
also serves thousands of lower-
income residents who are on the 
county-operated Valley Health 
Plan and rely on Planned Par-
enthood as a close and conve-
nient location for primary care.
 Planned Parenthood Mar 
Monte officials are excited for 
the move, which will mean 
more space for clinical services 
a stone’s throw from the current 
location, said Lupe Rodriguez, 
public affairs director for the 
organization. Renovations are 
expected to begin “very soon,” 
she said, with plans to fully relo-
cate by next year.
 “Hopefully we’ll be able to 
open and continue operations 
by 2019,” she said. “We don’t 
expect to lose our current lease 
... so we’re hoping that we can 
move without any gaps.”
 With more room to grow, 
Planned Parenthood has ten-
tatively agreed to partner with 
county health officials to share 
the new building and allow 
patients to tap into county 

Planned Parenthood 
finds new MV home

COUNTY SEEKS TO TEAM UP WITH CLINIC TO OFFER ADDITIONAL 
HEALTH SERVICES ON SITE

 (cont. next page)
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health services. Although
details still need to be ham-
mered out, the plan is to carve 
out a 1,500-square-foot portion 
of the new clinic space for coun-
ty health services to operate 
within the same building, filling 
health needs like specialty care 
that Planned Parenthood can’t 
provide.

Simitian, who points out 
that his supervisorial district 
is the only one without a 
county health clinic, said the 
thousands of patients who rely 
on the Planned Parenthood 
clinic in Mountain View would 
benefit from specialty care ser-
vices that are in high demand, 
particularly things like ortho-
pedics, ophthalmology and 
dermatology.

Initially, Simitian had sought 
to have Santa Clara County 
find and secure a property in 
Mountain View that it could 
operate as a clinic, whereby 
it could sublease to Planned 
Parenthood and keep the non-
profit in town. At one point, 
the county was considering 
acquiring a bank property on 
San Antonio road adjacent 
to the San Antonio Shopping 
Center.

Simitian told the Voice that it 
was Planned Parenthood Mar 
Monte that was able to success-
fully find a new property on its 
own, and now county officials 
are seeking to sublease the 

property. The model he sought 
to use still works, Simitian 
said, albeit completely f lipped.

 “Sometimes in life things 
work out exactly as you’ve 
planned, only the total oppo-
site. And that’s exactly what’s 
happened,” he said.

Last month, city zoning staff 
signed off on a provisional use 
permit requested by Planned 
Parenthood to use the property 
as a medical office, allowing 
the clinic to operate with 28 
parking spaces instead of the 
31 spaces typically required 
for the use. The exemption was 
granted, in part, because of 
the clinic’s close proximity to 
transit and a survey showing 
12 percent of the clients either 
walked or took public trans-
portation to get to Planned 
Parenthood.

Rodriguez encouraged city 
staff at the March 14 admin-
istrative zoning hearing to 
approve the permit, and said 
Planned Parenthood looks for-
ward to continuing its long 
track record of providing 
reproductive health services 
and primary care for Medi-Cal 
recipients in Mountain View.

“We have been in the com-
munity for over 20 years serv-
ing Mountain View and face 
having to move to another 
location, and we would love to 
be able to serve this commu-
nity and the more than 9,000 
patients here,” she said. V

Email Kevin Forestieri 
at kforestieri@mv-voice.com

PLANNED PARENTHOOD
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September 21, 2019 

New Planned Parenthood clinic in Mountain View 
to be completed in October 

After the Planned Parenthood clinic on San Antonio Road was notified in early 2017 of possible 
eviction due to planned redevelopment, county officials pushed for a partnership with the 
nonprofit to preserve the clinic's role in the community. (Photo: HOLDEN FOREMAN/The 
Stanford Daily) 

By Anna Chiang 

After a two-year-long struggle to find a new location for Planned Parenthood’s Mountain View 
clinic, a partnership between the nonprofit and Santa Clara County is set to come to fruition in 
October, when the clinic relocates from 225 San Antonio Rd. to 2500 California St. and begins 
serving the community with additional services supported by the county. 

Planned Parenthood is widely known for providing reproductive healthcare services, but its 
Mountain View branch is also the primary healthcare provider for many low-income families in 
Santa Clara County. According to a statement by the Santa Clara County Board, 2,131 members 
of the county’s Valley Health Plan rely on the Planned Parenthood Mountain View clinic for 
primary healthcare, and 70% of the clinic’s patients earn below 138% of the federal poverty level.  

(cont. next page) 
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When the Mountain View clinic was notified in early 2017 of possible eviction due to major 
redevelopment plans, county officials pushed for a partnership with Planned Parenthood to 
preserve the clinic’s role in the community. 

“If Planned Parenthood has a problem, we have a problem,” said Santa Clara County Board 
President Joe Simitian at the time. “The Fifth Supervisorial District (which includes cities in the 
North County and West Valley), is the only Supervisor’s district without a county health clinic. 
That means that we rely on a network of community health clinics and non-profits like Planned 
Parenthood to provide these essential services.” 

In June, Simitian announced a collaboration with Planned Parenthood wherein around 1,300 
square feet of the new clinic will be allotted to the county to provide additional healthcare services. 
The county plans to task the Santa Clara Valley Medical Center with providing a variety of 
specialized healthcare services complementary to those offered by Planned Parenthood.  

Simitian noted that these services are likely to include “a specialty pediatric dental clinic, along 
with flex space to house specialty services to support the needs of Planned Parenthood patients, 
which could include cardiology, orthopedics, and urology, or others.”  

Adhering to Simitian’s promise of offering “complementary, rather than duplicative services,” the 
county has spent the last several years working alongside Planned Parenthood to pinpoint specific 
healthcare needs of low-income families in the community — and in turn, to develop services that 
will fulfill those gaps.  

“Having dental services for women and children in particular is something that Planned 
Parenthood felt would really be a value added for their operation in Mountain View,” Simitian told 
The Daily. “We will continue to explore other specialty services, and we’ve talked about 
everything from dermatology to mental health, but the other services that might be provided have 
not yet been determined.” 

The relocated clinic is expected to open its doors around the end of October, Simitian said, pending 
approval for a range of governmental permits. In the meantime, developer Greystar has extended 
the lease at the clinic’s current location to help the clinic remain in continuous operation during 
the transition between locations.  

The Mountain View Planned Parenthood clinic has long served the Stanford community, acting as 
both an accessible and affordable alternative for students seeking birth control, sexually 
transmitted infection (STI) testing, intrauterine device (IUD) implants, and nonsurgical abortions 
— a service otherwise not available on campus. Many Stanford students who consult with Planned 

(cont. next page) 
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Parenthood in high school decide to continue their relationship with the organization in college, a 
according to Margot Bellon ’21, co-president of Stanford’s Planned Parenthood Generation Action 
chapter. 

Stanford students are generally well-equipped with healthcare options on campus; the student 
healthcare center and Stanford hospital are mere minutes away. Outside of the student community, 
though, the opening of the clinic might serve a different population on campus that can’t access 
those same benefits.  

“Having that Planned Parenthood can sometimes be the only form of healthcare some of these low 
income patients are receiving,” Bellon said. “So for a lot of Stanford dining staff or cleaning staff, 
that may be their main source of care.” 

Though it’s unclear which Stanford population the clinic will impact most, the clinic’s expanded 
services will cater to the entire community, Bellon said.  

“I think concentrating them in one place makes the services more readily available,” Bellon said. 
“When these patients go to Planned Parenthood and they see these other services, they’ll know 
about it and be more inclined to refer a friend.” 

While the discussion on what particular services the county and clinic will offer at the new clinic 
continues, Simitian expects plans to further develop within the coming year. Rape kits could be a 
priority item for the clinic to consider adding, according to Bellon, as they are an important 
resource unavailable at Stanford. But regardless of the services offered, Bellon said spreading 
awareness of the clinic is key. 

“I hope that the word will get out,” she said. “And that people start using [the clinic], because I 
think one of the biggest problems is that Stanford students are not even aware that there exists this 
clinic in Mountain View.” 

In fact, the Mountain View clinic is the only one located between Redwood City and San Jose. 
Simitian said the clinic’s “continued existence was of immense importance” to his constituents. 

“It’s more challenging than people might think to partner with other agencies or organizations, but 
we can do so much more for the community if we find a way for government to partner with 
community based nonprofits like [Planned Parenthood],” he added. “There’s just a world of good 
we can do if we make that effort.”  

41



Co
un

ty
, P

la
nn

ed
 P

ar
en

th
oo

d 
op

en
 

M
ul

ti
-S

pe
ci

al
ty

 C
lin

ic
 in

 M
tn

. V
ie

w
To

w
n 

C
ri

er
 R

ep
or

t

A
sp

ec
ia

lty
 

cl
in

ic
 

an
d 

p  ha
rm

ac
y 

op
en

ed
M

ar
ch

 1
0 

in
 M

ou
nt

ai
n 

V
ie

w
, 

sh
ar

in
g 

of
fic

e 
sp

ac
e 

w
ith

 
Pl

an
ne

d 
Pa

re
nt

ho
od

 
at

 
25

00
 

C
al

if
or

ni
a 

St
.

 
T

he
 

M
ul

ti-
Sp

ec
ia

lty
 

C
li

ni
c 

is
 

th
e 

re
su

lt 
of

 
a 

pa
rt

ne
rs

hi
p 

be
tw

ee
n 

Sa
nt

a 
C

la
ra

 
V

al
le

y 
M

ed
ic

al
 

C
en

te
r 

H
os

pi
ta

ls
 

an
d 

Pl
an

ne
d 

Pa
re

nt
ho

od
.

 
“T

hi
s 

is
 a

 g
re

at
 p

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
 

fo
r 

th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
,”

 s
ai

d 
Sa

nt
a 

C
la

ra
 

C
ou

nt
y 

Su
pe

rv
is

or
 

Jo
e 

Si
m

iti
an

. 
“I

t 
al

lo
w

s 
Pl

an
ne

d 
Pa

re
nt

ho
od

 a
nd

 th
e 

co
un

ty
 to

 d
o 

ev
en

 m
or

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
fo

lk
s 

w
e 

bo
th

 

se
rv

e 
in

 th
e 

N
or

th
 C

ou
nt

y.
”

 
T

he
 c

lin
ic

 c
ur

re
nt

ly
 o

ff
er

s 
ca

r-
d

 
io

lo
gy

 s
pe

ci
al

is
ts

 a
nd

 is
 sl

at
ed

 to
 

ad
d 

sp
ec

ia
lis

ts
 in

 p
ul

m
on

ar
y 

an
d 

en
do

cr
in

ol
og

y 
se

rv
ic

es
.

“T
hi

s 
is

 
he

al
th

 
ca

re
 

w
he

re
 

pe
op

le
 n

ee
d 

it,
 i

n 
th

e 
co

m
m

u-
ni

ty
, 

cl
os

e 
to

 h
om

e 
an

d 
w

or
k 

– 
ye

t 
an

ot
he

r 
re

m
in

de
r 

w
e 

ca
n 

do
 

so
 m

uc
h 

m
or

e 
w

he
n 

w
e 

pa
rt

ne
r 

w
ith

 o
th

er
s,

” 
sa

id
 S

im
iti

an
, w

ho
 

ad
de

d 
th

at
 P

la
nn

ed
 P

ar
en

th
oo

d 
w

il
l c

on
ti

nu
e 

pr
ov

id
in

g 
pr

im
ar

y 
ca

re
 a

nd
 re

pr
od

uc
tiv

e 
he

al
th

 s
er

-
vi

ce
s 

at
 th

e 
cl

in
ic

.
 

T
he

 
sm

al
le

r 
lo

ca
tio

n 
in

 
M

ou
nt

ai
n 

V
ie

w
’s

 T
he

 C
ro

ss
in

gs
 

ne
ig

hb
or

ho
od

 w
il

l 
sa

ve
 p

at
ie

nt
s 

a 
tr

ip
 t

o 
Sa

n 
Jo

se
’s

 S
an

ta
 C

la
ra

 
V

al
le

y 
M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r, 
in

cr
ea

s-
in

g 
th

e 
li

ke
li

ho
od

 t
ha

t 
lo

ca
l 

pa
-

tie
nt

s 
re

ce
iv

e 
sp

ec
ia

lty
 c

ar
e 

an
d 

pi
ck

 u
p 

pr
es

cr
ip

tio
ns

.
 

“T
he

se
 

en
ha

nc
ed

 
se

rv
ic

es
 

w
il

l b
e 

ea
sy

 f
or

 o
ur

 p
at

ie
nt

s 
an

d 
fa

m
il

ie
s 

to
 a

cc
es

s,
 e

na
bl

in
g 

us
 

to
 

co
nt

in
ue

 
to

 
pr

ov
id

e 
he

al
th

 
ca

re
 t

o 
M

ou
nt

ai
n 

V
ie

w
 a

nd
 s

ur
-

ro
un

di
ng

 c
om

m
un

iti
es

 w
ho

 h
av

e 
re

lie
d 

on
 o

ur
 s

er
vi

ce
s 

fo
r 

m
or

e 
th

an
 f

ou
r 

de
ca

de
s,”

 s
ai

d 
St

ac
y 

C
ro

ss
, 

C
E

O
 o

f 
Pl

an
ne

d 
Pa

re
nt

-
ho

od
 M

ar
 M

on
te

.
 

T
he

 2
,3

55
-s

qu
ar

e-
fo

ot
 c

li
ni

c 
ha

s 
tw

o 
la

rg
e 

ex
am

 r
oo

m
s 

fo
r 

pa
tie

nt
s,

 
w

ho
 

ca
n 

be
 

re
fe

rr
ed

 
fr

om
 C

om
m

un
ity

 H
ea

lth
 P

ar
t-

ne
rs

hi
p 

cl
in

ic
s 

an
d 

V
al

le
y 

M
ed

i-
ca

l 
C

en
te

r 
H

os
pi

ta
ls

 a
nd

 C
li

n-
ic

s,
 a

nd
 tw

o 
ph

ar
m

ac
y 

st
at

io
ns

.

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

O
F 

SA
N

TA
 C

LA
R

A
 C

O
U

N
T

Y

A
 n

ew
, c

ou
nt

y-
ru

n 
sp

ec
ia

lty
 c

lin
ic

 a
nd

 p
ha

rm
ac

y 
pr

ov
id

es
 lo

ca
l s

er
-

vi
ce

s 
in

 p
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

 w
ith

 P
la

nn
ed

 P
ar

en
th

oo
d 

in
 M

ou
nt

ai
n 

V
ie

w
.

M
ar

ch
 2

3,
 2

02
2

42



June 8, 2022 

Santa Clara County will use legal 
tools to protect abortion rights 
by Malea Martin / Mountain View Voice 
Uploaded: Wed, Jun 8, 2022 

Hundreds of protesters marched through Castro Street in Mountain View in October 2021 to support 
reproductive rights and protest Texas' ban on abortions. Photo by Natalia Nazarova. 

With the U.S. Supreme Court poised to release a formal opinion about the right to abortion later 
this month, and in the wake of the leaked draft opinion that rocked the nation in May, the Santa 
Clara County Board of Supervisors directed County Counsel to take legal action if necessary to 
protect reproductive rights. 

(cont. next page) 
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“As we talked about the pending threat at our Federal Affairs Advocacy Task Force, with great 
input I should say from County Counsel’s office, it seemed clearer and clearer to me that we were 
likely to be in a position where we really did have to step up on the legal front, as we did on so 
many issues throughout the prior presidential administration,” Supervisor Joe Simitian said during 
the board’s June 7 meeting, where he brought the item forward. 

Simitian acknowledged that it’s “a little unusual” for the board to take an action like this before a 
formal opinion is released. But given the contents of the leaked draft opinion, Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization, which made it clear that the Court will likely overturn Roe v. 
Wade, Simitian said it was an action the board needed to take now. 

“I think we’re going to need to move swiftly, we’re going to need to empower our County 
Counsel’s office to move swiftly, and that is in effect what the requested action today calls for,” 
Simitian said. 

The resolution calls on County Counsel to take legal action and other necessary steps to preserve 
a person’s right to choose to have an abortion. It also directs County Administration to report to 
the board about efforts to enshrine the right to choose in the California Constitution so the board 
can express its support for any such state legislative changes. Finally, Simitian’s proposal directs 
County Counsel to report to the Health and Hospital Committee at the first meeting following 
publication of the Supreme Court opinion. 

Supervisor Cindy Chavez requested that the board add one more bullet point to the resolution. 

“I wondered if the staff could also just give a report back on the status of the training that doctors 
and other medical personnel would get around reproductive health rights, abortion specifically,” 
Chavez said. “If states are banning abortion I don’t really know what the implications are for the 
medical schools that are in those states.” 

Simitian supported adding this to the resolution, and said he is equally concerned about how 
abortion access may be affected by fewer medical professionals being able to provide the service. 

“I spent some time last night sitting down and reading the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision again,” 
Simitian said. “I was reminded again of how much the world has changed — how very different 
the world appeared to be through the eyes of the court 50 years ago almost now.”   

. (cont. next page) 
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The board voted 5-0 in support of the resolution. Community Health Partnership CEO Dolores 
Alvarado applauded the board’s decision. 

“The U.S. Supreme Court's decision to overturn Roe v. Wade will result in denied essential 
reproductive health services to women, immigrants, communities of color, and those who are low-
income,” Alvarado said in a statement from Simitian’s office. “It will not only have far-reaching 
community health and social implications, but further exacerbate health inequities.” 
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