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Board of Supes allocates $100K

to improve safety on

By Noa Bronicki

Town Crier Editorial Intern

elp is on the way for
Los Altos students who
walk or bike to and from

school along Homestead Road, a
route that’s proven to be danger-
ous as it crosses through six juris-
dictions, The Santa Clara County
Board of Supervisors this month
allocated  $100,000  toward
safety improvements along the
corridor.

The route students who live
in south Los Altos typically
take to and from Cupertino
Middle School and Homestead
High School is controlled by
six jurisdictions: the cities
of Los Altos, Sunnyvale and
Cupertino; Santa Clara County;
Caltrans; and California Water
Service Co. Along with bustling
Homestead Road — accessed via
the intersection at Grant Road
and Vineyard Drive — students
also encounter commuter-riddled
Foothill Expressway as well as
the on- and off-ramps to Highway
8s.

In the past year, there have
been three major traffic accidents
involving students on their way
to school between El Sereno
Avenue in Los Altos and Sweel
Oak Street in Cupertino — an
area measuring less than half a
mile. This area is known as the
Homestead Road corridor.

The accidents attracted the
attention of concerned parents
and school officials, including
Steve  Puccinelli, Homestead
High’s dean of students. In
March 2017, Puccinelli sent a
letter to all of the jurisdictions
expressing his concern and
asking for immediate action and
cooperation.

The letter reached Santa Clara
County Supervisor Joe Simitian,
who represents the local District
5, and he took action.

“It became clear to me that
a big part of the challenge was
that there were so many different
jurisdictions involved,” he said
in a recent phone interview, “and
while there are funds out there
for which local jurisdictions
can apply, typically that’s done
by an individual city. Where it
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Santa Clara County approved funding for safety enhancements
along the Homestead Road corridor, a route used by students

that crosses six jurisdictions.

gets a little more challenging
is where you have a number of
Jurisdictions.”

Simitian began to draft a plan
for a one-time budget proposal
to hire a technical facilitator for
the joint effort — someone who
would be able to implement
improvements throughout the
corridor, across all jurisdictions.

“What 1 ultimately brought
to my colleagues at the Board
of Supervisors is that the way
T thought we could be helpful
is by providing a professional
facilitator to pull together folks

from all three cities,” he said.
Simitian hopes the facilitator

will help the cities “identify what
a safe route to school would look
like, and pull together a joint
application so that we can serve
the kids of this area without
worrying about which artificial
boundaries they cross as they
try to make their way from their
homes to their schools.”

Creating a coalition

The proposal soon got the
attention of local leaders of the
Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
movement. By June 12, in
anticipation of the county board
meeting the following day, letters
of support were sent from Fremont
Union High School District
Superintendent ~ Polly ~ Bove
and Homestead Principal Greg
Giglio, Cupertino Union School
District Chief of Engagement
Leslie Maines, Cupertino Middle
and Homestead High SRTS
parent leaders and Los Altos
Mayor Jean Mordo. The county
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board unanimously approved
Simitian’s proposal, allocating
$100,000 to develop a plan for
on-street  safety improvements
along the corridor.

The ability to create the
multijurisdictional ~ effort -
compounded by the advocacy
of parents involved in the
SRTS movement for short-term
solutions like crossing guards as
well as long-term infrastructure
changes — is expected to bring

major improvements in the
future.
“We are grateful and

thrilled that the county Board
of Supervisors is considering
the improvements along the
Homestead Road corridor, and
we are especially appreciative
of the attention and support
from Supervisor Joe Simitian,”
Bove said. “This improvement
will reduce traffic and keep our
students safe while riding their
bicycles to school.”

Giglio said he’s confident
Simitian’s plans will complement
current efforts to increase safety.

“I have been working with our
staff and members of the Safe
Routes to School committees to
increase safety in and around our
campus, so I am excited about
the plans laid out by Supervisor
Simitian, because those plans
will directly improve the paths
of travel for our students, parents,
staff and community members,”
he said. “Hopefully, with the
successful implementation of this
plan and the cooperation of our
neighboring cities, we can begin

(cont. next page)
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to see an improvement in the traffic
flow and an increase in safety on
our city streets as well.”

Until now, the area’s multijuris-
dictional nature has impeded any
major  improvements,  despite
efforts by the schools and parent
advocates, Each city was only able
to address problems within its own
boundaries, hindering the creation
of a unified route.

Simitian noted the unique
challenge: “I have this saying in
my office, “You can’t get what
you want until you know what
you want.” In this case, you can’t
access the necessary funding for
Safe Routes to School until you've
identified what it will take to create
a safe route to school. Some of the
existing infrastructure is fine as
long as you’ve got kids going down
a particular path, but in other cases
it’s going to require some kind of
physical infrastructure. What we
hope to do is identify the list of
on-street improvements that need
to be made in order to keep kids
safe.”

He confirmed that the authority
for the contract was granted to
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the county’s Roads Department,
which is in the process of choosing
a facilitator for the project. The
budget was fully funded Aug. 1,
and department officials hope to
identify a facilitator in four to six
weeks, according to Simitian. The
contract term with the facilitator
is expected to expire by the end of
February, he added.

While the county continues
to develop a plan for safety
improvements, Puccinelli encour-
ages students to keep walking and
biking to school. He explained
that by taking cars off the road,
parents and students could
decrease traffic along the paths to
school. :

“It is a motto of ours that “Wi
are the traffic,” so it is up to us
to change the traffic patterns,”
he said. “We hope that people
continue to do that, and make sure
that those who do obey all traffic
laws and safety protocols. Most
importantly, stay on the right side
of the road, wear your helmet,
don’t wear earbuds and give
yourself plenty of room to stop at
all intersections. Be aware when
walking or riding your bike every
time you cross an intersection—
even if you have the right-of-way.”
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