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  On Monday Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger bolstered his 
environmental credentials during 
an election year by signing an 
election year by signing the 
Coastal Ecosystems 
Protection Act, in the 
process creating the 
toughest standards in the 
nation for protecting 
California’s coastline 
against dangerous dis-
charge from large ships. 
     State Sen. Joe Simititan, 
D-Palo Alto, authored the bill. He 
said his concerns about invasive 
species harming the local coastal 
environment caused him to look at 
possible solutions.  
     “The standards are rigorous, but 
attainable,” Simitian said in a 
statement Monday. “My hope is 
that these standards will be a 
model for other states.” 
     The law will create standards 
for the discharge of ballast water, a 

leading cause of “bioinvasions,” 
when non-native plants, animals, 
bacteria and viruses are discharged 
into the marine environment by 
large vessels storing the water in 
holding tanks. 
     Twenty-one billion gallons of 
ballast water is discharged into 

U.S. waters every year 
and at least 7,000 
different species of 
marine life are accident-
ally transported in ballast 
water every day. More 
than 250 nonnative 
species have been 
transplanted to San 

Francisco Bay, according to a 
Simitian press release. 
     Under the new law, ballast 
water treatment systems used in 
California must cease to release 
detectable amounts of organisms 
by 2020. Violators of the law face 
increased fines. 
     The measure was approved by 
the California State Assembly by a 
vote of 50 to 28, clearing the 
Senate by a 27 to 8 vote. ▄ 
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