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New coastal
protection signed
by governor

LAW GIVES CALIFORNIA TOUGHEST
STANDARDS IN THE NATION

BY MARC LONGPRE
[ marc@hmbreview.com ]

On Monday Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger  bolstered  his
environmental credentials during
an election year by signing an
election year by signing the F

Coastal Ecosystems
Protection Act, in the
process creating the

toughest standards in the

leading cause of “bioinvasions,”
when non-native plants, animals,
bacteria and viruses are discharged
into the marine environment by
large vessels storing the water in
holding tanks.
Twenty-one billion gallons of
ballast water is discharged into
1 U.S. waters every year
and at least 7,000
different  species  of
marine life are accident-
ally transported in ballast

nation ~ for protecting water every day. More
California’s coastline : than 250  nonnative
against dangerous  dis- ;.. giririan species  have been

charge from large ships.

State Sen. Joe Simititan,
D-Palo Alto, authored the bill. He
said his concerns about invasive
species harming the local coastal
environment caused him to look at
possible solutions.

“The standards are rigorous, but
attainable,” Simitian said in a
statement Monday. “My hope is
that these standards will be a
model for other states.”

The law will create standards
for the discharge of ballast water, a

transplanted to  San
Francisco Bay, according to a
Simitian press release.

Under the new law, ballast
water treatment systems used in
California must cease to release
detectable amounts of organisms
by 2020. Violators of the law face
increased fines.

The measure was approved by
the California State Assembly by a
vote of 50 to 28, clearing the
Senate by a 27 to 8 vote. g
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New law
to protect
aquatic life
in S.F. Bay

By Paul Rogers
Mercury News

All commercial ships coming in-
to San Francisco Bay and other
California waters will be required
to kill exotic plants and animals
stowing away in their holds —
even those as tiny as a grain of salt
— under a new law signed Monday
by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.

The measure, SB497 by Sen.
Joe Simitian, D-Palo Alto, gives
California the most far-reaching
rules in the nation aimed at remov-
ing non-native clams, crabs, plank-
ton, bacteria such as E. coli, and
other species from the ballast wa-
ter of cargo ships, cruise liners and
other vessels.

The law will take effect in 2009,
applying first to new ships. After
that, it will be phased in until all
discharges of invasive species, no
matter how tiny, are banned from
all ships by 2020.

It was one of seven ocean bills
Scwharzenegger signed Monday.
Others included AB 2485, a mea-
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* Log on to www.mercury
news.com/news to read the
text of the Simitian and Laird bills.
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sure by Assemblyman John
Laird, D-Santa Cruz, that
creates a box on state tax
forms where Californians can
donate money to sea otter re-
search.

While many people think of
pollution coming from chemi-
cals, non-native organisms
have become among the most
harmful contaminants in Cal-
ifornia waters. Many have no
natural predators and crowd
out native species for food.

Large ships can suck 5 mil-
lion or more gallons of water
into giant tanks below their
decks. That ballast water is
used as weight to stabilize
the ships in the ocean. When
they reach ports thousands
of miles away, they release
the water, sending tiny clams,
mussels, fish and other or-
ganisms out into the wild.

California law requires
that ships exchange ballast
water at least 50 miles off-
shore. But that only removes
about half the species, scien-
tists say, because many re-
main in the mud at the bot-
tom of the tanks and can end
up in local waters while ships
are at port.

“We've said it's time to set
some real standards and
move toward zero discharge,”
Simitian  said Monday.
“These are rigorous but at-
tainable.”

In San Francisco Bay,
there are at least 234 differ-
ent non-native species.

The Asian clam, for exam-
ple, has carpeted the bottom
of the North Bay. Filtering
massive amounts of water,
the clam is believed by scien-
tists to have contributed to
an 80 percent drop in phyto-
plankton —  microscopic
plants that delta smelt and
other bay fish rely on for
food.

Some species, such as the
Chinese mitten crab, have

clogged water pipes and bur-
rowed into levees around the
delta, increasing flood risks.

Shipping companies and
state agencies are working to
develop new technologies —
chemicals, ultraviolet light,
heating, even onshore treat-
ment systems — to kill the ti-
ny stowaways. So far, howev-
er, there is no fail-safe sys-
tem.

“There is a legitimate issue
here,” said John Berge, vice
president of the Pacific Mer-
chant Shipping Association,
in San Francisco, which op-
posed the bill for much of the
year before taking a neutral
stance. “But the science
hasn't caught up with the
?vrlﬁblem yet. We're hoping it

Simitian and environmen-
talists say the new law is
needed to speed along tech-
nological developments. The
law increases fines from
$5,000 to $27,500 for illegally
dumping ballast water.

“Most people really don't
think about it, but invasive
species have a profound ef-
fect, especially in San Fran-
cisco Bay, which is one of the
most invaded places in the
world,” said Tim Eichenberg,
Pacific region director for the
Ocean Conservancy, an envi-
ronmental group in San
Franeisco.

In a related development, a
federal judge in San Francis-
co on Monday ruled that the
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency violated the
Clean Water Act when it de-
cided not to regulate ballast
water from ships. U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Susan Ill-
ston, agreeing with environ-
mental groups who had sued
the Bush administration, or-
dered the agency to issue
rules by Sept. 30, 2008.

Contact Paul Rogers at
progers@mercurynews.com or
(408) 920-5045.



