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SANTA CLARA COUNTY CHILD AND ADOLESCENT NEEDS AND STRENGTHS 3.0 – Birth through Age 5 
 
 

Date:  Type:   Initial   Reassessment   Discharge 
Assessor:           Program:       
Client Name:       Client ID:       DOB:       
Gender:       Race/Ethnicity:       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the Potentially Traumatic/Adverse Childhood Experiences, use the following categories and action levels: 
No – No evidence of any trauma of this type. 
Yes – Child has had experience, or there is suspicion that the child/youth has experienced this type of trauma—one  incident,  
          Multiple incidents, or chronic, on-going experiences. 

 

POTENTIALLY TRAUMATIC/ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES       
 No        Yes   No        Yes 
Sexual Abuse            Witness to Community/School Violence          
Physical Abuse           Natural or Manmade Disaster          
Neglect           War/Terrorism Affected          
Emotional Abuse           Witness /Victim of Criminal Acts          
Medical Trauma           Disrupt in Caregiving/Attachment Losses          
Witness to Family Violence           Parental Criminal Behavior          

 
 
 

For the Child Strengths Domain, use the following categories and action levels: 
0 – Well-developed centerpiece strength; may be used as a centerpiece in an intervention/action plan. 
1 – Identified and useful strength. Strength will be used, maintained or built upon as part of the plan. May require some effort 
       to develop strength into a centerpiece strength  
2 – Strengths have been identified but require strength-building efforts before they can be effectively utilized as part of a plan.   

          Identified but not useful. 
3 – An area in which no current strength is identified; efforts may be recommended to develop a strength in this area. 

 

STRENGTHS   
   0       1      2      3     0       1      2      3 
Family Strengths             Playfulness            
Extended Family Relationships               Creativity/Imagination            
Interpersonal               Talents and Interests            
Natural Supports             Resiliency (Persistence & Adaptab.)            
Relationship Permanence             Family Spiritual/Religious            
Curiosity             Self-Esteem/Self-Concept            
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For the Needs Domains, use the following categories and action levels: 
0 – No evidence of any needs; no need for action. 
1 – Identified need that requires monitoring, watchful waiting, or preventive action based on history, suspicion or  
      disagreement. 
2 – Action is required to ensure that the identified need is addressed; need is interfering with functioning. 
3 – Need is dangerous or disabling; requires immediate and/or intensive. 

 

LIFE FUNCTIONING   
   0       1      2      3     0      1      2      3 
Motor             Social and Emotional Functioning            
Sensory             Self-Care/Daily Living Skills            
Developmental/Intellectual             Parent/Child Interaction            
Communication             Early Education            
Medical/Physical             Intentional Misbehavior            
Family Functioning               

 

CHALLENGES   
   0      1      2      3    0       1      2      3 
Impulsivity/Hyperactivity             Regulatory            
Depression             Atypical Behaviors            
Anxiety             Sleep (12 months)            
Oppositional             Aggression            
Attachment Difficulties             Attention            
Adjustment to Trauma             Current Environmental Stressors            

 

RISK BEHAVIORS & FACTORS   
   0       1      2      3     0       1      2      3 
Self-Harm (12 months and older)             Labor and Delivery            
Exploited             Birth Weight            
Prenatal Care             Failure to Thrive            
Exposure                         

 
 

For the Care Intensity & Organization, Caregiver Resources and Needs Domain and the Dyadic Considerations, use the 
following categories and action levels: 

0 – No current need; no need for action. This may be a resource for the child. 
1 – Identified need that requires monitoring, watchful waiting, or preventive action based on history, suspicion or  
       disagreement. This may be an opportunity for resource building. 
2 – Need is interfering with the provision of care; action is required to ensure that the identified need is addressed. 
3 – Need prevents the provision of care; requires immediate and/or intensive action. 

 

CARE INTENSITY & ORGANIZATION   Not applicable; no caregiver identified. 
   0       1      2      3     0       1      2      3 
Service Intensity             Service Coordination            
Funding/Eligibility             Service Access/Availability            
Transportation             Cultural Appropriateness of Services            
Service Permanence               

 

CAREGIVER RESOURCES AND NEEDS   Not applicable; no caregiver identified. 
   0       1      2      3     0       1      2      3 
Supervision             Educational Attainment            
Involvement with Care              Medical/Physical            
Knowledge              Mental Health            
Organization             Substance Use            
Financial Resources             Developmental            
Social Resources             Safety            
Residential Stability              Family Rel. to the System            
Cultural Diversity             Legal Involvement            
Employment               
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DYADIC CONSIDERATIONS   Not applicable; no caregiver identified. 
   0       1      2      3     0       1      2      3 
Caregiver Emot. Responsiveness             Caregiver Adj. to Traum. Exper.            

 
 
 

For the Cultural Factors (Family), use the following categories and action levels: 
0 – No evidence of any needs; no need for action. 
1 – Identified need that requires monitoring, watchful waiting, or preventive action based on history, suspicion or  
      disagreement. 
2 – Action is required to ensure that the identified need is addressed; need is interfering with functioning. 
3 – Need is dangerous or disabling; requires immediate and/or intensive. 

 

CULTURAL FACTORS (FAMILY)  
   0       1      2      3     0       1      2      3 
Language             Cultural Stress            
Cultural Identity             Cultural Differences            
Traditions and Rituals               

 
 
 

For the Parent-Child Relationship Competency, use the following categories: 
0 Bi-directional competency is present & functioning well to facilitate child development, relationship satisfaction and family 

wellbeing. All elements of the competency description must be present and functioning well for this rating to be 
appropriate.  

1 Bi-directional competency is present but strained such that support may be needed in this area. Some elements of the 
competency description may be functioning better than others.  

2 Bi-directional competency functions unevenly or inconsistently or needs strengthening or refining. It may be that one 
element of the competency description is present and functioning but another is inconsistent or underdeveloped.  

3 Bi-directional competency is absent or seriously impaired. This rating is appropriate if one or more elements of the 
competency description are absent or seriously impaired even if another element is present and functioning.  

N No (or not enough) information  
 

PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP COMPETENCY 
  0       1      2      3      N     0       1      2      3      N 
Adjustment to Trauma               Separation               
Safety, Protection, Comfort                  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


